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Chapter 7

BHUTA VIJNANIYA
(knowledge of Bhutas (evil spirits)
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We will now expound the chapter called Bhiita vjiianiya-knowledge of bhutas (evil
spirits/demons); thus said Atreya and other great sages. (1)

Bhiita sankhya-samjina- evil spirits-their number and names-
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Lords of the bhiitas are eighteen in number such as sura, asura, gandharva, uraga,
yaksa, brahmaraksasa, raksasa, pi§aca, preta, kismafidaka, akhorda, maukirana, vetala,
pitara, rsi, guru, vrddha, and siddha. Each of these are again with crores of attendents,

which in the turn have innumerable attendents; thus the world of bhutas (evil-spirits) is
endless. (2)
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All of them generally move about during midnight in search of food, are terrifying
in appearance and consuming meat, blood and musclefat. (3)
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By residing together, in intimate contact and by imitating the manners and activities
of the sura, asuras etc, these bhiutas, (evil-spirits) also derive the same name (and
recognition). (4)

Avesa karana-reasons for siezing-humans

AN ARV 0T Wel: Gadhal o fargraor WaTaret: i )

Reasons for seizing of human beings is especially the Prajiaparadha (transgression
of code of right conduct), either in the present life or the prevous ones. (3)
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By that only, men motivated by lust, anger, greed, delusion etc, begin to violate the
code of right conduct, procedure of vows, austerities and purity, by disrespecting those
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who are to be worshipped etc, become defiled (dirty, sinful, unholy) and get destroyeg

by themselves. (6)
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Deva graha etc also who are always in search of persons who commit sins seize sycy
persons and kill them later; similarly they seize even persons whose mind is affected by
diseases like unmada (insanity), apasmara (epilepsy) and also others like jvara (fever) et
especially those who are having ulcers, (attracted by) the smell of pus, blood, body-fat
etc. (7)

Bhiita avesa kala-time of seizure-
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They seize such type of persons only at certain specific times only. Such as:t
of committing sinful acts, time of ripening/maturing of acts of previous lives, time
staying alone in an vacant house; or at the meeting place of four roads, time of copulat
during the safidhayas (early morning and evening), without being clean and during da
of fusion of fortnights (newmoon and fullmoon days) or with a woman durmg
menstual period; time of following wrong procedure regarding teaching, fire sac:
offering oblation and benedictory ceremony; time of improper conduct of vows
celebacy; time of great wars or destruction of land, cities, community or appearance:
comets/ meteors; the time of delevery in women, time of contact with various kinds
evil-spirits and inauspicious things; time of vomitting, purgations and bleeding, time
entering into the temple or place of worship without being clean and devoted; or the tt
of partaking the meat, honey jaggery (treacle), sesame, and wine which has been lefto
by others; time of being naked, time of wandering at night in the street, parks, ?_'5_
places etc; time of neglecting or violating the worship of the brahmans, preceptors, §

ascetic and others who are to be worshipped. (8-9)
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Sura and asura grahas produce disorders of the mind by their look; gafidharvas by
their touch, bhujaga (uraga) by entering into the body of the person (possessing), yaksas
by emitting their own odour, raksasa by riding on the person, so also the pi$aca etc; pitr
graha by seeing (furiously), rsi, guru and siddha by cursing. (10)
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Deva graha seize such a person who is virtuous, of good conduct, wears white dress,
always engaged in meditation and study of sacred scriptures; usually on the first,
thirteenth, fourteenth of white half of the month or on the day of the fullz-moon.,

Asura graha seize the person who is always angry, unrighteous boasting himself,
proud of his family and beauty; usually on the twelvth and thirteenth days of black half
of the month and during safidhayas (early morning and evening).

Gandharva graha seize the person who is fond of dance, music, musical instruments,
perfumes, garlands and beautiful dress, interest in wives of others, clean in all activities;
generally on the fourth, eighth, twelveth and fourteenth days of the fortnight.

Naga (uraga) graha seize the person who is fond of sleep always, unsteady in all
activities, getting into anger without any cause, inclined towards the wealth of others, and
whois a brahmana; usually on the fifth day of the fortnight, during safidhyas and midday.

Yaksas seize the person who is endowed with satva (peity), strength, beauty, love

for music, wealth and valour, who is fond of garlands, ungents; humor, who acts more

than what he speaks; usually, on the seventh and eleventh days of the white half of the
month. (11)
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Brahmaraksasa seize either a brahmana or a non-brahmana who has omitted rules
of purification but engaged in the study, meditation, vows, worship of gods, sages and
preceptors; a brahmavadi who is brave, proud, fond of playing in the temples, and

reservoir of water but spoiled in brahmacarya (celebacy); usually on the fifth and eigh
days of white half of the month, on days of full moon and during safidhyas. (12) oo
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Raksasa, pisaca etc seize the person who is of por mental strength, a miser, thief
greedy and stubborn, usually on the second, third and ei ghth days of the fornight. Rakgsg,
especially seize him who is a gambler, drunkard, ]e‘alous, of c::uel Sp:ce;ch, a gh{tton
usually on the ninth and twelvth days of the black fortnight and at night. PiSaca especially
seize him who praises himself, gives rise false evidence, and harms others, usually op the
fourteenth day. (13-14)
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Pitr grahas seize persons who are devoted to the worship of the mother, father,
preceptor, elders, ascetics, etc usually on the tenth a day or the new-moon day. Similarly
so the Guru, vrddha, siddha grahis, usually on the sixth and ninth days. Rsis grahas seize
the person who indulges in bathing, cleanliness and solitude, who is well versed in moral

codes, scriptures and lyric etc. (15)

Purvarupa-Premonitory symptoms of seizure-
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The following are the premonitory symptoms of the person who is going tobe seized
by them (grahis)/bhiitas); desire to cause harm to gods, cows, brahmana and ascetics,
tendency to cruelty, anger, displeasure, abnormal change in valour, colour, complexion,
strength and physique, dream of being threatened or forced to indulge in activities
mentioned above. (16)

Deva graha justa(purusa) laksana-features of the person seized by Deva
graha-
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He who has comforting (cool, benevolent) look, is dignified, not making any
sound, not getting angry, clean, not sleeping, not interested in food, eliminating
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quantities of sweat, urine, and faeces, less of talk, speaking cultured language, devoted
to gods, brahmanas, and teachers; fond of white coloured garlands, dress, rivers, heaps
of sand, hills, house built on an elevated place, curds, milk, and perfumes; keeping the
eyes closed for long periods, granting boons to others, emitting good odour; face lustrous
and brilliant hike the blossomed lotus-should be understood as having been seized by
Deva grahas. (17)
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Among them especially he who makes sound like a bull, with a burning like face
and eyes, loud voice, and talking in all languages, is said to be seized by ISvara; he whose
speech 1s like the thunder of the clouds, lightning and rain, as scized by Ifidra; he who
gives money by talk all over, as seized by Dhanada (kubera); he who emits odour 4

resembling sura asava (wine) and who considers sticks, grass, threads etc as ropes
(weapon) be considered as seized by Varuna. (18) %

Asura graha justa laksana- .
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He whose seeing is irregular and mind is bad, who is angry, unsatisfied, a]waysj”,f
perspiring; hating gods, brihmanas, teachers etc; who has no fear, who is proud, brave,
engaged in some activity always, proclaming, “I am Rudra, Indra, Upendra, Skanda,
ViSakhaetc”, talking irrelevently, alwayslaughing, fond of wine and meat ,hurting others -_
by his teeth and nails-are the features of the person seized byAsura graha. (19) ]

Gandharva graha justa laksana- k.
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He who is happily engaged in his own activites such as good perfumes and
dancing, singing, creating musical note from the mouth, fond of gardens, sand d nff_
coloured garlands, dress and unguents, perfumes, food and drinks, lyrical poetry, stor
and music, etc; among these he who shakes his head always and quarrels with others

siezed by sarhrambha (gafidharva) and he who is always awake, reads and laugha
seized by hasana (gafidharva). (20)
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Uraga graha justa laksana-
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He who is always angry, likes to be loved, always roaming, _afr?.id of the umbre]l,;
with red coloured eyes, steady vision, puttingout the tongue and licking the a:ngleg of the
mouth always, sleeps with face down, of unsteady nature, mcgular walk, trying to climb
up on anything like a snake on seeing a burrow, becoming excited by the sound of water,
bath and garlands, shaking the body, biting and getting into water but not willing to come
out—is to be understood as seized by uraga graha. (21)

Yaksa graha justa laksana-

He who is always undulging in sleep, weeping, humor, dance, song study, storj
telling, foods, drinks, bath, garlands, scents, perfumes, red coloured dress etc; with !
red. fretful and tearful, walks brisk with pride and dignified as though in heat, stre hing
the edges of his apparel on the ground, talking too much, engaged in the company of
women, fond of wine and meat, roaming about armed with weapons of hunting, of greal.
valour, happiness, contentment and little of anger, says “what shall I give, to whom :
1 give” etc; emitts fragrant smell, with radiant complexion, honouring the twice-bormn, ﬂ@
physician etc and who speaks secretly-is the person seized by yaksa graha. (22) '
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Among them, he who gets horripilations often, has upward gaze, contented faoeand '
eyes, stubborn and rough and makes loud noises as seized by Manivara (yaksa); ;hew

loughs, dances and sings but becomes silent in the company of other persons—w--b%f?
understood as seized by Vikata (yaksa). (23) o3

Brahmaraksasa justa purusa-
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He who is fond of loughing, dancing, who is always in anger, running about, hates
gods, the twice-born, and the physician, engaged in the study of the hymns, vedas and
scientific texts, hitting himself with boton, weapons etc, harming others during the time
of wrong activities, finding mistakes in the acts of the physician, making loud sounds like
bho bho etc; very rough in activities, and fast walk-is to be understood as seized by
Brahmaraksasa.

Among them, he who has abnormal voige, threatening others, who speaks of
philosophy etc, with dignified style, who generally begs for more amount of water, as
seized by Yajnasena (brahmaraksasa). (24)

Raksasa graha justa purusa-
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The person who has an angry look, locked eyebrows, terryfing face; running fast,
creating sound, hitting others with great pleasure, not sleeping, roaming in the nights,
hating food, very strong even though not consuming food; laughing during eating,
shameless, brave, angry; speaking unpleasant, unclean, fond of women, wine, meat,
blood and garlands; licks his lips after seeing blood, meat, etc; timid, running suspiciously;
speaks, laughs, sings, dances and speaks without any reason or any effect-is to
understood as seized by Raksasa graha,

Among them, he who has rough (dark) complexion, seen hitting the ground and
weeps without any reason, as seized by Visakha. He whose voice is broken and
inturrupted, who bends his body parts, licking things with his tongue, doing japa
(Cllﬁmmg) using a string of beads, doing cleaning activities always, as seized by
Safigama, He who becomes angry even in the abscence of the clouds, lightening, sunrise
etc.:. desiring their appearance, who thinks of rain as pouring from squeezing a cart, as
se1zed by Vidyunmali. He who begs raw meat, meat (cooked), raddish, sweet cake and
SWeet pudding, and has dusky complexion, as seized by Virtipaksa. (25)
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The person who has unhealthy mind, who does not stay at one Qlace but is always
seen running; fond of women, dance, song, humor, meat and wine Vf’hl_ch are left Overby
others, staying in haunting houses, killing others DPenl_Y; fape tl_mld and suspicious
because of being threatend, scratching his own body with his nails, loss of memory
irrelevant speech, weeping without any reason, not revealing his d_jscomforts; body and
voice being dry, emitting bad smell, unclean, naked, dirty, wearing rags foun¢ in the
street and grass as ornaments, climbing on heap of dung and wooden horses, who eats
large quantity of food-as seized by Pifaca graha.

Among them, he who laughs by the sight of food, crying with unusual sound and
always frightened, is seized by Kasmala. He who is shaking his entire body often, runs
about, terrories others-as seized by Kusa. He who becomes angry on seeing the physician,
eats voraciously large amounts of foods, smearing ash on the body and sleeping (llelliﬁ
on it, stopping women on the road, taking urine and faeces in the hands and squeezin
them, as seized by Nistejas. He who has the form, activities and smell of a cadaver, Who
pulls out (cuts) the grass, who is frieghtened and hating food as seized by Pretd
(pi§aca). (26) e

Kusmanda graha justa purusa
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G He who talks too much ;nd too harsh, walks slow, face blackish, testes (sc:oﬂm)
is wolleqn (enlaged) and hanging greatly as seized by Kiismanda. (27)

Kakhorda graha justa purusa

~ Hewho runs about naked without any reason, or roams holding a stone baton€l©
lond of places of grass, torn cloth, garlands, broken houses etc. has frie ht’cned. ook
speaking harsh, residing in burial grounds, haunted house. solitor tree an%l main
desirous of rice cooked with sesame, wine and meat, as seized bl'; Kakhorda. (
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Maukirana graha justa purusa
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He who speaks harsh, whose eyes are red and frieghtened, desirous of food, begs
for water as seized by Maukirana. (29)

Vetala graha justa purusa
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He who speaks truth, shivers, who is fond of perfumes, scents and garlands and who
sleeps always, as seized by Vetala. (30)

Pitr graha justa purusa-
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He who has an unpleasing look, trembling eyelashes, suspicious look, timid face,
and dry palate, who is always sleepy, with inturrupted speech, wearing dressin the worng

way, of poor digestion loss of appetite, fond of sesame, jaggery, sweet pudding and meat-
should be understood as seized by Pitr graha. (31)

Rsi, guru, adigraha justa purusa-
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He who develops features in respect of power of cursing, study knowledge, form
(dress, manners etc) thinking, activities, foods etc, specific of any Rsi, (sage), guru
(preceptor) Vrddha (elder) Siddha (ascetic) should be understood as seized by that
graha. (32).

Some verses here-
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Whenever non-human features inrespect of common Knowledge, special knowledge

speech, activities, strength and valour-are seen in a human being, then such a conditiag_""
should be spoken of as due to seizure/possession by Bhiita graha (evil spirits). (33) =
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The person seized by evil spirits, who is followed by groups of children (teasing

him), naked, hairs of the head standing/raised up, whose mind is unhealthy (disordered) .
and the disease is long standing should be rejected (refused treatment). (34)
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Thus ends the Seventh chapter.




